When writing a research paper:
1.  Remember:  You CAN entertain as well as inform the reader by including interesting and unusual facts.  Keep in mind your audience!

2. Where might you find information/facts for your papers (books, encyclopedias, the Internet, magazines, and interviews with an expert)?  

a.  List, web, outline your ideas.

3. RESEARCH for information.  Take notes of the information you plan to use and where you found the information.  Use the MLA Basic Rules sheet that I gave you to help you collect the necessary information for your research papers.

4. DRAFT your paper.

5. EDIT your paper.

6. REVISE your paper.

7. PRESENT/TURN IN your paper.

Topic Sentence/Thesis:
States the main idea of the research paper, and it tells the reader what the rest of the paper is going to be about.  Although a topic sentences is not necessarily the first sentence, it should appear somewhere in the first paragraph.  It is specific, yet not too specific that you limit yourself, but NOT too general either!  Which example below do you think is the best and why?
For example:

I like potato chips, soda, and candy best, but some fruits and vegetables are okay.

Eating healthy foods and getting plenty of exercise can help you to stay healthy.

Checking that fat content and calorie count on food labels is a good way to keep track of whether or not you’re eating a healthy diet.
· Be sure to use your strategies for a bold beginning.  Use your chart from the beginning of the year.  You may also view our class website for the PREZI on Bold Beginnings.

· All the details in the rest of the research paper MIGHTY MIDDLES should support your topic sentence.

Included for research papers are:  

details and descriptions

facts with MLA citations

transitions to help with the smooth flow of our papers.  (use Prezi for list)

· Strong conclusions are also called Exciting Endings.  Remember the various styles we learned earlier in the year?  You may use the PREZI lesson on our class website.

pp. 308-315 in Book 1 of our Reading Series are excellent tools for helping you to write your research paper.  

