MLA Documentation
· In-Text Citation Rules:

If you refer to others’ information in your paper, then you must cite it.  This involves placing their information in parentheses after a direct quote or a paraphrase.  
MLA follows the author-page method of in-text citation.  This means that the author’s last name and the page number(s) from which the quotation or paraphrase is taken must appear in the text.  The author’s name may appear either in the sentence itself, or in the parentheses following the quotation or paraphrase, BUT the page number(s) should always appear in the parentheses, NOT in the text of your sentence.

Examples

Direct quotes can be done 2 ways:  
Helvey stated, “Seventh grade English class is the best” (263).
 “Seventh grade English class is the best” (Helvey 263)


Paraphrase can be done 2 ways:

Helvey claimed that her English class grade seven to be better of the two English classes offered in the school (263). 

 Students in English grade seven have the better of the two English classes offered in the school (Helvey 263).
In other words:
	Standard in-text citation:
	(Author Last Name ONLY+ pg #).

	If you mentioned the author in the sentence:
	(pg #).

	If there is no author:
	(Title of article/book + pg #).


When is a citation not needed?  

You do NOT need to give sources for familiar sayings, well-known quotations , or common knowledge.  
· Works Cited Page Rules:


Important Note on the use of URLs

MLA no longer requires the use of URLs in MLA citations.  For those who still wish to require the use of URLs, MLA suggests that the URL (website address) appear in angle brackets after the date of access. Also, break URLs only after slashes.  If no slashes, type the entire URL address.  The DAR essay requires URL addresses if you use any information from an online source.  

Example:

<http:///classics.mit.edu/>.
What do I do if some of the information is not provided?

· Basic Format to use for Works Cited Page:
Author’s Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article". Title of Publication (name of magazine, journal): Vol or Issue #. Year published: pages. Print.
Author's Last Name, First Name. Web Page Name. Year Published. Web. Year you found it. <URL address>.

Author's Last name, First Name. Title of book. City/State Published: Publisher's Name, Year published. Print.
Author's Last Name, First name. "Name of Web page Article." Year Published. Name of Web site. Year you found it. Web.  <URL Address>.

A works cited page begins on a new page.


List your references in ABC order by LAST name.


Use italics for all titles of books, magazines, films, television shows, plays, & websites.


Put “quotation marks” around the titles of poems, short stories, and articles.


You do NOT need to include the URL on internet sources unless specifically required, which it is for the DAR essay.


Indent the 2nd line, the 3rd line, and all the lines thereafter for each individual citation, but NOT the 1st line.  


Double-space all entries.








No author:  Use a shortened title of the work instead.


No article name or title name:  leave blank


No version numbers:  leave blank


No publisher info:  use n.p. to indicate that publisher name is not provided.  Use n.d. when publication date is not available, too.


No page number:  use the abbreviation n.pag.


** You should know the medium of publication (print, web, radio).  If not, see me.


** You should know the date you found the information.








